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Romans 2:17-29 
 
 
 
DANGER OF A FAULTY SELF-IMAGE 
 

1. Speaking to the Jews 

 

2. Rest on the Law 

 

3. Boast in God 

 

4. Know His Will 

 

5. Approve Excellent Things 

 

6. Instructed Out of the Law 

 

7. Belief of Self as a Guide to the Blind 

 



8. Instructor of the Foolish 

 

9. Teacher of Babes 

 

10. Possessing a Form of Knowledge and Truth 

 
 
THEREFORE: 
 

1. Do You Teach Yourself (you who teach others)? 

 

2. Do you steal (you who preach)? 

 

3. Do you commit adultery (you who say)? 

 

4. Do you rob temples (you who abhor idols)? 

 

5. Do you boast in the law (you who break the law)? 

 
 
RESULT: 
 
“For the Name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you, as it is 
written” 
 



 
GOOD -vs- HOLY 
 
 
3 REASONS IT IS DIFFICULT TO LIBERATE PEOPLE FROM THEIR RELIGION 

1. Professors but Not Possessors 

 
A. Prideful because of their ancestry 
 
B. Belief that they were recipients of God’s salvation because of being born a  
     Jew 
 
C. Felt secure in the Law—believing their obedience to it would save them 
 
D. Bragged and prided themselves on being in special favor with God  
     because of God’s promise to Abraham: 
 
Genesis 28:13-14 
“At the top of the stairway stood the Lord, and he said, “I am the Lord, the God of 
your grandfather Abraham, and the God of your father, Isaac. The ground you are 
lying on belongs to you. I am giving it to you and your descendants. Your 
descendants will be as numerous as the dust of the earth! They will spread out in 
all directions—to the west and the east, to the north and the south. And all the 
families of the earth will be blessed through you and your descendants.” 
Genesis 28:13-14 NLT 
 
 
E. Verse 18—the Jews know the things/word of God and are without excuse. They 
have a knowledge of God as God, had entrusted His Word to them. They had 
been instructed in the Word(catechism).  
 
Their PRIDE led to the claims of verses 19-20: 
 
1. guide to the blind 
2. light to those in darkness 
3. instructor of the foolish 



4. teacher of babes  
 
F. Verse 23–proof of pride 
 
“You are so proud of knowing the law, but you dishonor God by breaking it.” 
Romans 2:23 NLT 
 
WHEN WE KNOW BETTER, WE OUGHT DO BETTER!!! 
 
Guilty of Blasphemy—to speak injuriously or to speak evil of! 
 
A. Words 
B. Behavior 
 
John 13:34-35 
“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have 
loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the 
world that you are my disciples.”” 
John 13:34-35 NLT 
 

1. Ritualistic but Not Recipients 

 
A. Faulty trust in Circumcision —value vs liability 
 
Romans 2:25 
“The Jewish ceremony of circumcision has value only if you obey God’s law. But if 
you don’t obey God’s law, you are no better off than an uncircumcised Gentile.” 
Romans 2:25 NLT 
 
 
Original Reason for Circumcision: 
 
Genesis 17:9-14 
“Then God said to Abraham, “Your responsibility is to obey the terms of the 
covenant. You and all your descendants have this continual responsibility. This is 
the covenant that you and your descendants must keep: Each male among you 



must be circumcised. You must cut off the flesh of your foreskin as a sign of the 
covenant between me and you. From generation to generation, every male child 
must be circumcised on the eighth day after his birth. This applies not only to 
members of your family but also to the servants born in your household and the 
foreign-born servants whom you have purchased. All must be circumcised. Your 
bodies will bear the mark of my everlasting covenant. Any male who fails to be 
circumcised will be cut off from the covenant family for breaking the covenant.”” 
Genesis 17:9-14 NLT 
 
Circumcision was the OUTWARD ACT that was supposed to picture what 
INTERNAL TRUTH LOOKED LIKE: 
 
““The Lord your God will change your heart and the hearts of all your 
descendants, so that you will love him with all your heart and soul and so you may 
live!” 
Deuteronomy 30:6 NLT 
 
A. To the Jews, circumcision was a tangible sign of God’s covenant with  
Abraham and was administered to every male child. It was meaningless  
unless one lived according to God’s Word. 
 
Gentile Effect: 
 
Gentiles who keep the law are spiritually circumcised in God’s sight and are now 
qualified to judge a circumcised Jew who does not live up to the intent of the rite. 
 
Romans 2:28-29 
“For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or 
because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. No, a true Jew is 
one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely obeying 
the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by the Spirit. And a 
person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people.” 
Romans 2:28-29 NLT 
 
A. Observing rituals and ordinances is useless if they do not picture what is  
true in one’s life. 
 



The equivalent of circumcision in the Christian life is BAPTISM. It is an outward 
sign that one is a part of God’s covenant people. Baptism was never intended to 
save—but to picture an inward spiritual truth—I belong to God!!! 
 
IT IS NOT AN OUTWARD SIGN ON ONE’S BODY OR ANYTHING ELSE THAT SAVES, 
BUT RATHER ONE’S ACCEPTANCE OF CHRIST. 
 
 
“No people need this truth more than Americans. We have “In God We Trust” on 
all our money, from the penny to the highest denomination. We have the Ten 
Commandments in the Supreme Court room of the United States, and Congress is 
opened with prayer. Yet, this does not make Americans right with God. The 
religious climate in our country has deceived many into thinking that just because 
we live in America, they have no need to receive Christ. However, being an 
American does not make you a Christian any more than living in a garage would 
make you an automobile. Religious people have trouble finding spiritual liberation 
because they are PROFESSORS but not POSSESSORS, RITUALISTS but not 
RECIPIENTS!” 
 
 
 
 
 


